
THE THEORY OF PREMILLENNIALISM INVOLVES THREE “COMINGS” OF CHRIST 
                   Note: There are several Premillennial theories.  This chart illustrates some. 

                
 

                                                               GRAVES OF DEAD BODIES 

PARADISE 
GULF 

TARTARUS 
Luke 16:19-31 

Jesus 
and 

the thief 
ascend to 
Paradise 

Luke 
23:43 

Jesus 
descends 
into body 

Matt. 
24:1-7 

Resurrection of 
Jesus, Matt. 28:6 

Seen for   
40 days 
Acts 1:3 

HEAVEN 
Acts 1:11 

Jesus 
ascended 

into 
Heaven 
Acts 1:9 

THE PRESENT AGE 
The Church 

 

Rapture of the dead and 
the alive in Christ 

1 Thess. 
4:16-17 

(First Resurrection) 

Dead in Christ 

Alive in Christ Rest left behind 
Matt. 24:40-41 

1. 
2. 

SEVEN YEARS OF 
TRIBULATION 

ON EARTH 

ETERNAL 
HELL 

THOUSAND 
YEAR REIGN 

ON EARTH 
Rev. 20:4-6: 

Isaiah 11  
FINAL REBELLION 

AT THE END 
Rev. 20:7-12 ARMAGEDDON 

Rev. 16:15 

Saints 
and 

Christ to 
ascend 

to 
heaven 

Rev. 
20:12 

Dead  
unbelievers  
rise to be  
judged 

Rev. 20:13 
3. 

JUDGMENT 
SEAT OF 
CHRIST 

2 Cor. 5:10 
Marriage of the 

Lamb 
Rev. 19:7-9 

GREAT WHITE 
THRONE 

JUDGMENT IN 
HEAVEN: 

Angels, saints, 
and lost will be 

judged 
Rev. 20:11-15 

Disobedient 
are cast into 

hell 
Rev. 20:14 

Christ  
returns 

 to earth 
 with the  
saints 

 to reign 
 over his 
kingdom, 

but the lost 
are cast 

into 
torments 
until the 

final 
judgment 
1 Thess. 
3:13 Rev. 

20:4-6 

Christ will descend 
from heaven to meet 

saints in the air. 

RAPTURE 

Jesus will 
judge those 

who 
survived the 
tribulation.

Believers will 
meet with 

Christ in the air:  
1 Thess. 4:17 

Those who 
survived the 

Tribulation will 
be judged 

before God. 
Matt. 25:31-46 

Saved are sent to place 
prepared for them. 

Some believe this to be 
a purged earth: 

John 14:1-5

Dead Disobedient 
Those who were saved and died during 
the tribulation period are resurrected: 

Daniel 12:2; Rev. 20 


